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No. 10 at Wailea Golf Club’s Gold Course
features sweeping views.

MICHAEL FRENCH, COURTESY: WAILEA GOLF CLUB-GOLD COURSE
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sland Greens

TrOplcal breezes and incredible scenery grace

N SR the golf courses of Hawai‘i » By Ken Van Vechten A
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COURTESY: MAKENA REACH & GOLF RESORT

COURTESY: TURTLEBAYGOLF.COM

Top: Maui's Makena Golf Course

is a picturesque layout.

Above: Turtle Bay courses follow the
dramatic north shore of O‘ahu.
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'm certain Hawaiians have several thousand
words for “green,” because everything
here is green. Everything. Except for all the

foliage that’s yellow and orange, red and

magenta, and purple; and the span of blues that is

the ocean; and the marshmallow-white billows of
the shore break; and lava in bronze-black.
“Mr. Van Vechten, you're on the first tee.
Mr. Van Vechten. ... Sir.”

The starter rouses me from distraction, and |
see the brilliance of color around me is reality. Such
is the power of Island golf, where the game is as
evocative and majestic as the scenery.

And I'm still on the practice tee.
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Princeville Resort’s Prince Course
reopened this spring following a revamp by
original designer Robert Trent Jones Jr.
While some yardage was added, the key
restoration efforts included reclaiming
fairway margins, improving sight lines,
remodeling bunkers, reconstructing green
surrounds and re-turfing greens with
paspalum. Call it a nip and tuck, as the
sturdy bones of the place remain—mean-
ing nonreturning nines, and holes scam-
pering across 400 rolling, banking,
leaping, cascading, jungle-tangled acres.

Untouched, blessedly, is the IMAX-
grade expanse of visual spectacle: gossa-
mer waterfalls, Bali Hai setting, the north
shore break.

Even from ability-appropriate tees,
Prince is a stern, rigorous test. In fact, it’s
just plain hard. I'm cool with that. Flat
courses with parallel fairways are boring,
Prince is a thrill ride. It’s not all perfect—

few are. Yet what you see is what you get,

AIDAN BRADLEY

and when you can’t see, play to what the
full-info GPS system gives you.

Set between Prince and the neighboring
Makai Course, Westin’s Princeville Ocean
Resort Villas offers studio and one- and

two-bedroom kitchen-and-laundry villas

in a casually elegant residential-resort

Above: The 5th green on the

Kiele Moana course highlights the
Kaua'i Lagoons golf experience.
Below: Princeville Resort’s

Prince Course has a beautiful

Bali Hai setting.




REAL ESTATE, INC.~/
VACATION RENTALS

The Largest Selection of
Oceanfront Vacation Condominiums

Lahaina - Ka'anapali - Kahana - Napili - Kapalua

855-839-7818

www.chasenrainbows.com
~info@chasenrainbows.com

Mention promo code AAMO5 when booking.

Farmers, Ranchers, Fishermen
and Country Home Owners

NEED AN
AGRICULTURAL LOAN?

Purchase open land, build a dwelling, operating
loans, line of credit, equipment purchase, truck or
automobile purchase, livestock purchase,refinance
amortgage or an agreemert of sale.

Both the Federal Land Bank Association of Hawaii,
FLCA and Hawaii Production Credit Association can
custom design a loan to meet your needs.

We Offer: Long term loans, short term loans,
competitive interest rate programs, flexible repayment
schedules, excellent loan servicing options, and
many more. We also have programs for Young,
Beginning, Small and Minority Farmers.

CALL ONE OF OUR LOAN OFFICERS AT

0Oanu OFFICE + 2850 Pa‘a St., Suite 100, Honolulu, HI 96819
Ph; 808 836-8009 « Fax: 808 836-8610 » www.hawaiifarmeredit.com
Hiro OFFICE « 988 Kinoole St., Hilo, HI 96720

Ph: 808 836-8009 » Fax: 808 961-5494

From: Neighbor Islands, Toll Free 1 800 894-4996

% FARM CREDIT

Federal Land Bank Assn.
of Hawaii, FLCA
Hawaii Production Credit Assn.

SERVICES OF
), HAWAII, ACA

FCS of Hawaii, ACA is part of the Farm Credit System, a nationwide system of
leading agricultural fimancial institutions which started in 1917, FCS of Hawaii,
ACA s been daing business im Hawaii since 1966 through its subsidiary
he Federal Land Bank Association of Hawaii, FLCA. The FCS of
i, ACA b not a Federil Agency of the Federal Government,
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environment. The bluff-top setting serves
up ocean views from many units, waterfall-
draped mountains from others. Two
secluded adult pools, a family activity pool
and one just for the keiki provide water-
time fun for those who choose not to clam-
ber down the nearby path to the shore.
Barbecue grills are arrayed throughout

the site, with papa‘i and tables.

Other amenities include dining, spa
services, kids’ activities, cultural activities
and a gym. Though this is an ownership
property, half the occupants are guests
who can book through Westin and third-
party sites.

he course names are an auditory
twister. The sea spray on No. 5
tells me in no uncertain terms
where T am. The renovation is an
eye stunner. At the new-look Kauai
TLagoons Golf Club, sensory
input is an essential part of
the playing experience.

As with other top plays on
the island—Prince, Makai,
Poipu Bay—Kauai Lagoons
has had a date with a make-
over artist, whose work in
this iteration looks remark-
ably like that of the greatest
golfer ever, Jack Nicklaus,
yvho designed the course in
the first place. There are
several new holes and nine
fewer overall—for a total of
27. Additional bunkers and
greens re-clad with putter-
friendly and less-snaky/more
racy TifEagle highlight the ocean side of
the course, which sports what is reported
to be the longest stretch of contiguous
oceanfront holes in the mid-Pacific. For
families and the get-in-a-quick-nine crowd
there’s the Kiele Waikahe Nine, the more
user-friendly play.

The championship routing consists of
the Kiele Mauka and Kiele Moana nines,
in respective order. Mature and solid,
Mauka harbors a few forced carries over
barrancas not anticipated on $uch a plot of
land, with wide, bending fairways side-

boarded in dense stands of mango and

guava and all other manner of tropical
foliage. Downwind holes can play mon-
strously long, even from other than the
hero tees. Proving that the higher powers
of golf understand humor, T birdie the
453-yard left-sweeping par-4 fourth
despite a hairy lie on tropics-fueled Ber-
muda green draped in three beaches’
worth of sand. Today’s wind is definitely
not prevailing,

The new fairways, greens, white silica
bunkers and verve show up on Moana,
where along the northerly cliff face of
Nawiliwili Bay—from the fourth hole
approach to the climb up to the eighth
tee, roughly Ninini Point to Kiiki‘i Point—
players quickly learn the translation
of moana (open ocean). With that big
blue roiling just below and saw-topped,
emerald-clothed mountains rising beyond,
the either-side-0f-200-yard fifth is Kauai

The shot across the cove ...
automatic, if it were tee, turf
and green back home. Here,
it’s the cove, and the waves,
in addition to the lava, grass,
sand and green, the palms
consistently swaying and
whales sometimes breaching.

Lagoon’s entry into the Islands’ best
over-the-cove hole contest.

Moana traces an arc around Marriott
Vacation Club Kauai Lagoons, a four-story
complex of 72 two- and three-bedroom
villas with course, moana, bay, pool and
mountain (mauka) views. A full kitchen in
granite and stainless anchors a great room
with a slideaway glass wall to a large lanai.
Rooms are spread to the periphery of each
unit to provide needed family and friend
space. The resort concierge can arrange
off-site excursions, from ATV rides to

scuba, and a shuttle gives guests access to
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the course, tennis center and the Kaua‘i
Marriott Resort & Beach Club. Have din-

ner on the sand at Duke’s.

F HAWAI'T ISLAND
It’S 9 i_ orm Of p 0 etr}7 th‘&t There are times in golf when you just have

inspires without words.

to play all the way back, indulging in the
look, the line, the challenge, the bravura,
the tales to ensue. White ain’t right, and
blue won’t do. And most times that hole
is a par3, where one swing determines
goat or gutty.

Fifteen at the Mauna Lani Resort’s
Francis H. I'i Brown South Course pro-
vides one of those opportunities. One of
the best in the world, in fact. As the signa-
ture hole of the 36 at Mauna Lani Resort,
No. 15 eats at the neural connections
between the ears. The shot across the cove,
to cover and at minimum stay dry, takes
far less than the 196 yards on the card.
Automatic, if it were tee, turf and green
back home. Here, it’s the cove, and the
waves, in addition to the lava, grass, sand
and green, the palms consistently swaying
and whales sometimes breaching. Maui
and Haleakala are off ahead to the left,
throwing in a crossing headwind, and the
usual spectator or two is out strolling the
shore’s edge.

I'd have it no other way.

Owing to maintenance demands, I
am treated to a day when the original
Mauna Lani layout is in play—nine from
South Course, nine from the North. The
composite routing pairs the more typical
lava-clad holes of South with holes defined
by North’s woodlands of lacy caflopy

kiawe, the local variant of what we all

call mesquite.

The spirit of aloha is the core of our culture and The Fairmont Orchid, one of two

we express it in many ways. We’ll be happy to share our gifts of resorts adjacent the courses, spreads out

language and culture when you visit Hawai, the Big Island. e e P

O | | e dream lagoon—a popular spot for honu
Yo, details, visit bigisland.org, (sea turtles)—and the run-to-the-sea ninth
of the North Course, presenting an easy
aloha of city-hotel refinement and seaside

4
A\M A | casual. Pampering comes courtesy of the
™ resort’s Spa Without Walls, where patrons

can receive services in private waterfall

7% BIG ISLAND

huts within a riot of jungle foliage and

trickling waters, or oceanside in cabanas.

Like buffets in Las Vegas, island lii'au run
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the spectrum from regrettable
to bon appétit, and Fairmont’s
Gathering of the Kings resides
with the Michelin stars side of
the ledger. And after exhaustive
research, I can attest that the
mixologists at Brown’s Beach
House concoct the best mai tai
this side of a mid-century Sunset

COURTESY: MAUNA LANI BAY HOTEL & BUNGALOWS

magazine recipe handed down
through the ‘ohana (family).

Mauna Lani Bay Hotel &
Bungalows appears like the
prow of a ship heading into the
sundown sea, with several long
reaches of dig-your-toes-in
Kohala coastline cresting off as
port and starboard wakes. The
grande dame of the area, the
resort’s multi-suited bungalows long have his culinary chops, Mauna Lani always Mauna Lani North's No. 17 is a short
been favored as private retreats. Other has been a leader in sustainable, local par-3 nestled in a deep lava bowl on
sea-view guestrooms are arrayed around cuisine. CanoeHouse is now under the Hawal'l |sland.
the hotel’s signature pond-and-open-air watchful eye of Chef Allen Hess, a rising
atrium. Home to the legendary Canoe- star who previously worked with Wong
House restaurant, where Alan Wong cut and Peter Merriman.

| d ) gf.é.\‘%
Be inspired. RS
Sheraton

Be adventurous. e
Be Kona.

When if's time to get away, get worlds
away at the exciting Sheraton Kona
Resort & Spa—the epicenter of Hawaiian
culture and adventure on Hawai'i, . ‘ : |

the Big Island. Chill with the mellow A . 2 W E"’ . :
aloha of Kona, or revel in the rush of S ==8 ) b | e é Historic sitd 4 fho onthancago KeauhouBay .
adrenaline as you take on this big, ¥ Loaes ' '
rugged and beautiful island.

Renewal Offer

$129 £ nion

SheratonKona.com or 808 930 4900

or call your travel agent Graceful manta rays visit nightly’

Spg.
g Starwood Llmiled lime olter bookable through Seplember 30, 2012 [or slays lhrough March 31, 2013. Rales adverlised are per room per nighi,
¥ ]c - d based on double occupancy. Subjecl lo space availability and rates subject lo change. Cerlain limitalions and black oul dates may.
Preferre apply, May not be combined wilh any olher otfer. Dally resorl tees and faxes nol included, 2012 Starwood Holels & Resorls Worldwide,

Guest Inc. All righls reserved. Sheralon and lls logo are the irademarks of Siarwood Holels & Resorls Worldwide, Inc,, or ils alfiliales.
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See Blue Hawaiian’s
“Yisions of Hawaii” on

digéplayer

If you're using a digkplayer
inflight emertatmment device
today, enjoy our breathtaling
“Visions of Hawaii”
acenal foorage in the
Discover Hawaii chaunel,

IIOII t come all the way to Hawail
and miss seeing the real Hawaii.

Far beyond the beaches and hotels and places you can drive
to, there’s another Hawaii that can only be experienced
from the air—the real Hawaii of iconic sights,
cascading waterlalls, soaring valleys,
gorgeous tropical vistas, fiery lava flows,

and lush rainforests. Blue Hawaiian re-
veals this “hidden” Hawaii like no one
else. Every tour features in-flight digital
DVD video, Bose® noise-canceling
headsets, and two-way communica-
tion between you and your pilot, a
State of Hawaii Certified Tour Guide.
Experience the ultimate in aerial touring
with Blue Hawaiian—the world’s
most honored helicopter tour
company, and the only
o one that serves
’; all of Hawaii.
8

F

P

Sl e PR A

Every Year Slnce 1995
Blue Hawarian is. the ouly
activity cotpany it Hawai
lnartored with the coveted
Star Diaond Award.

RECOMMENDED BY

Frommers
TRAVEL GUIDES
Every Year Since 1996
“Blye Hawaiian is the
Cadillac of helicopter

tonr cauymum
Frommer's Hawail 2012

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

“Hawai’s premier
helicopter tour company.”

Oahu (808) 831-8800
Maui (808) 871-8844
Kauai (808) 245-5800
Big Istand (808) 961-5600
Toll-Free (800) 745-2583
www.BlueHawaiian.com

! ?
,\.1’/ Hawaii's Best.
ot

o WAIKOLOA - KEAUHOU -
o KAILUA- KONA - KEALAKEKUA -

Discover Hawaii’s Big islﬂ ;I_

Save up to 1 Sava up to 30% on cemparable condo

and home rentals. Qur staff is fast,
dependable and ready to help. Call today.

Hali'i Kail at Walkn
I-_illo Hawa H
ﬂl‘l&

+1(800)367 5004- ",.
www.CastleResorts ogm o

Hali'i Kai at Waikoloa |

VACATION

~~~~KONA: -HAWAIISA

1-800-367-5168 « Toll Frep Mainland
800-800-Kona = Toll Free Canada
www.sunquest-hawaii.com
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olf fans will know Hualalai

Golf Course from its many

years hosting the PGA Champi-

ons Tour’s season-opening
event, the Mitsubishi Electric Champion-
ship at Hualalai. The TV shot is No. 17, a
calm-day 7-iron par-3 stretching out like a
fallen layer cake of lava, grass, sand, lava,
grass, lava and, if you're really amped,
blue. Sea holes always are cool.

Hualalai is far more than the local
amen corner—approach to No. 16 through
the drive at No. 18 —at the beach. Hawai‘i
Island itself, its topography, geology and

Ko Olina is the handi-
work of Ted Robinson,
and that means broad
shoulders, nursery-
grade flowerbeds,
exacting approach
shots.

associated colors, defines Hualalai. Blue
sky, cobalt water; inky lava, dark-shadowed
volcano; emerald course, green up-country
slopes; white bunker sand, beach, cloud
and, in season, snow on Mauna Kea. The
course is open and embracing within its
generous Nicklaus-crafted corridors and
its setting. '

Hualalai plays out and back; stop at the
hale at the turn and stock up on the gratis
cookies. By not returning, Nicklaus was
able to flow the course throughout. With
the ever-outward vistas, golfers experience
Hualalai as much with eyes up as with
clubs in hands. Fairways are wide and fair,
with angles to work for those who know
how. And I putt like Luke Donald, drop-
ping four long-rangers once it sinks in that
this isn’t grandpa’s Bermuda, so the speed
is nicely up and the breaks lessened.

The resort is a playground in the larger,
same-name private preserve of iibercool

villas and homes, beautiful beachfront, a
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members-only Tom Weiskopf
course and getaway retreat.
Access to the Hualalai Golf
Course is limited to club
members and guests of the
Four Seasons Hualalai—
where I'm greeted with a

lei and mai tai. The Four
Seasons is a beckoning

village of spacious rooms

and suites clustered around

ocean-fronting pools and a
for-every-keiki lagoon brim-
ming with fish, rays and
anyone who wants to take a
snorkel. Hawai‘i regional
fare—culinary fusion reflec-
tive of the many cultures
that came together on the islands—is
offered evenings at Pahu i'a; just-opened
Hualalai Grille brings Pacific bounty to
surf-and-turf; and sunset should be feted
with Beach Tree’s Mediterranean-hued
California comfort food and a west-facing

table or barstool.

O'AHU

Ai Miyazato pocketed $255,000 going
12-under and winning by four shots during
April’s inaugural LPGA LOTTE Champion-
ship at Ko Olina Golf Club. I rinse 18 bucks
worth of logo'd balls on a single par-3, with

a short iron. Or make that an 8-iron, an

e Ko Olina Goii Course on Oanhu
hiosis the LPGA LOTTE Championship

cach April,

(® ]

EXTRA ALOHA TIMI
Sth Nionht Free

Linger longer in paradise.

Hawan’s loxu
- |

rt, inspired by culture,

Plus complimentary daily breakfast for rwo.

Located on the Kohala Coast, Hawai‘l Island.

Call 80C.845.9905. fairmont.com/ovchid
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Share Perfect
Island Moments!

From surf lessons to
Pear]l Harbor to hula festivals...
The Island of O‘ahu energizes
the soul and invigorates
the senses.

Take Sur‘ Lessons Hike Diamond Head
£ ve Moveh Shore Visit Pearl Harbor
Savor Hawa| i Cuisine Book O‘ahu Trip

The Island of

Ol
The Heart of Hawai'e

www.visit-oahu.com

n www facebook.com/OahuHawaii

made fashions for any occasion

Experience The Largest Selection of
Made-In-Hawaii Fashions £ G ﬁ.\‘

Hawaiian Fashions
Large assortment of quality

Macadamia Nuts
A jm( quality treat, flavored
i or chocalate covered

Kona Coffee
Experience one of the finest in =
the world, 100% or blended

Free Transportation

From Waikiki (Oabu) or most Netg/}bor Island hotels
(Call For Information)

THE STORE OF

HAWATT,

® HiLoHatTIE.COM

For More Information Call
808-535-6500 or 800-233-8912

or online at WWW.HilOH'.itFie.com
Bl Ewittery
OAHU » MAUI « KAUAI + KONA » HILO

Mention this A or show your
Alaska Airlivies Boarding Pass for a

FREE
Hilo Hattie

1.75 0z Bag of

10% Kona
Coffee Blend

with any $20
or more purchase

Promo Code: 999999981385

While supplies lasl. See slore for delails

Some restrictions may apply. '

8-iron, an 8-iron, and a successful 8-iron.
Drop zones are for wimps, and the website
tells me “par is a great score” on this
hole—with my one-putt that makes my
snowman simply pathetic.

The return of the world’s leading wom-
en’s sports organization to O'ahu is a boon
for the island, a boon for the state-—five
PGA, LPGA and Champions tours events
now take place in Hawai‘i each year—and
a boon for the ladies, who need more
domestic events. And it’s always good for
recreational players to tee it up where the
game’s best do battle, comparing notes if
not notability.

Ko Olina is the handiwork of the late
Ted Robinson, and that means broad shoul-
ders, nursery-grade flowerbeds, exacting
approach shots, greens that resemble the
steppes of Eurasia, and trickling waterfalls
and water in play on, typically, half the
holes. Ironically for an island course, none
of that water is salty. And let’s not forget
dueling signature-hole par-3s. I bag an “8”
on the eighth, which is fitting given the
club of choice. The same club, with a put-
ter assist, notches a circled “2” on No. 12.

The JW Marriott thilani Resort & Spa
rises tall above Ko Olina, west of Honolulu
on O‘ahu’s sundown shore. Standard digs
serve up tons of elbow room, with warm-
ing marble, plantation shutters and breeze-
kissed lanai. The seaside accommodations
that catch a view of the Wai‘anae Coast
are particularly spectacular. Four huge,
manufactured saltwater lagoons are big
hits at Ko Olina, which the JW shares with
several large fractional properties, includ-
ing Disney’s Aulani. And since you are on
the islands, partake of restorative lomi
lomi massage, an indigenous healing prac-
tice of long strokes using hand, elbow,
knuckle and forearm, and gentle body

manipulation.

he LPGA previously touched
down in O‘ahu for a crack at
Turtle Bay’s Arnold Palmer
| Course, a parkland-meets-Pacific
exercise in wind and hazard management.
Crafted by long-time Palmer associate and
lead designer Ed Seay, the tournament

course is the stern challenge to the resort’s
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Turtle Bay's Fazio course catches interest with sweeping doglegs and

gnarly rough, and twice passes by for glimpses of the moana. .
crews inevitably make for the par-4 17th,
wave-spray conclusion after skirting a giant

bunkers—and | mean lots of bunkers.

Fazio 18, an open-armed affair where
walking is allowed and, to my mind, man-
datory. Maxing out under 6,600 yards, the
Fazio course catches interest with sweep-
ing doglegs and gnarly rough, and twice
passes by for glimpses of the moana.
Seay/Palmer countered with subtle
dune contours and sinuous fairways skirt-
ing wetlands with an Aubudon-worthy
array of birds, and some Smart Car-size
bullfrogs, on the opening nine of the tour-
nament venue. Walls of ironwood, color-
spotted with riots of wild ginger in sear
red, close in where the back nine heads to
the coast. Film crews inevitably make for

the par-4 17th, which sprints to a windy
wave-spray conclusion after skirting a
giant’s footpath expanse of bunkers—and
I mean lots of bunkers. The course can be
a beast, playing to a rating of 72.5and a
slope of 140 from the penultimate tees, so
don’t even inquire about the tips; whites
here play short of 5,600 yards, which
speaks volumes about the challenge.

Turtle Bay Resort’s bring-the-outside-in,
tri-arm hotel hugs a rocky cape splashed on
one side by a bay, named for all the honu
that love this spot, and Kuilima Cove, an
inlet of sandy beach and protecting reef.
This is the North Shore, after all, and big

s footpa

. Film

which sprints to a windy

th expanse of

surf is all about. The setting and orienta-
tion give the hotel a special attribute: a
Pacific panorama from every room and no
torqued neck from trying to find the ocean
from a “partial ocean-view room.” Turtle
Bay is an active property, even on shore,
with tennis, hiking trails, Segway tours,
moped rentals, horse stables, those two
courses and, in a perfect island twist,
ukulele lessons.

MAUI

It’s hard to think of anything being a
sleeper in a place as well-loved and well-
known as Maui. Yet not far from where
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Guaranteed Lowest Prices
30%-70%
Off Developer Prices

Properties on Maul

« Sands of Kahana

« Ka’anapall Beach Club

« Marriott’s Maul Ocean Club
Lahalna Tower

* Westin Kaanapall Ocean Resort
Vlilas - North and South

» Marrlott’s Koollna Beach Club - Cahu

and a maJority of other properties

Properties on Kaual

» The Point at Polpu

» Hanalei Bay Resort

» Marriott’s Kaual Beach Club

* Marriott’s Walohal Beach Club

and a majority of other properties

Offices located at:

MAUI

713 A Front Street - Lahaina
800-923-7700 or 808-667-7773
819 Front Street - Lahaina
866-667-7799 or 808-667-7782
3481 L. Honoapiilani Rd. Honokowai
877-388-2747 or 808-665-9000

KAUAI

3450 B Poipu Road - Old Koloa Town
888-639-9363 or 808-742-2777
5-190 Kuhio Hwy - Hanalei
800-378-5077 or 808-826-7707

www.TimeshareResalesHawaii.com

pectacular views.
Part of the Aston Select experience.

Aston Waikiki Beach Hotel Experience our hotel's best ocean
views when you stay in an Aston Select room. Located direclly
across the sireet from Waikiki Beach, this full-service hotel
features contemporary islandthemed rooms, on-site dining and
complimentary daily “Breakfast on the Beach.”

g7 T,

MILEAGE PLAN

Y ASTON

Hotels & Resorts
Leaving Lasting Impressions=

866.774.2924
AstonHotels.com

10,000
ilmervals S@!d

the island slips beneath the sea, with
Hawai‘i Island rising into view some
20-0dd miles away, there is one: Makena
Beach & Golf Resort.

A one-time 36-holer, Makena has been
operating in recent years with the course
once known as North. I always like more,
but what'’s here now rocks the joint to a
level that in some other locales requires
those additional holes. The opening and
closing holes date back to Jones Jr.s first

routing on the site; the original layout was

| ™ ¥

The Gold Course’s

opener Is sweetnes:
perfected, a drop
away par-4 that
sweeps sharply left
leading into a front
nine that ambles
about rolling terrain.
The course reaches
its zenith at the
obligatory eagle-nest

par-3 eigh

split, with new holes being appeﬁded to
create North and the presently mothballed
South Course.

At No. 6 the course turns, well, joyously
visceral. The hole is a short uphill par-4
with a cleaved fairway and perched green,
and play here switches to risk and reward
options, with high chump potential.
Makena skitters about the lower slopes of
10,000-foot-tall Haleakala—and that, of
course, is just the third of the mountain
that rises above the waves—through a
mantle of kiawe, ravines, streams and
ancient Hawaiian-built lava walls until
taking the elevator shaft back down on the
double-bending, 600-yard 14th. Up near
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the top, the 6-iron, par-3 12th
runs straight away toward
‘Alalakeiki Channel, making it
the Valley Isle’s, and perhaps
the Islands’, most stunning
ocean hole that’s nowhere
near the ocean. Makena’s
visual relation to the waters
between Maui and
Kaho‘olawe—with dive-cen-
tral Molokini in mid-view,
sometimes accompanied by
vacationing humpbacks—goes
a long way toward making 18
holes at Makena something
more than a round of golf.

On the green side of the
ledger, the course’s ongoing
maintenance program is
reintroducing drought-toler-
ant native plants—Haleakala acts like a
giant umbrella down here—and irrigation
has been turned over to a reclaimed system
half powered by solar energy.

Makena Resort is nicely removed from

the bustle of Wailea and South Maui
without being isolated. It’s just a few min-

utes to the other grand hotels of the strand,

high-end shopping and two of the island’s

best restaurants, Bev Gannon’s Joe’s and

1
|
|
|

Pacific Ocean waves crest along the lava

shores of Hawai'i Island and Hualalai
Golf Course’s 17th hole.
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FIND YOUR OWN
paradise

Unwind in Hawaiian classic elegance
as tradewind breezes, lush gardens
and pristine pools-welcome-you at
Grand Hyatt Kauai-Resort & Spa.
Formore information visit
grandhyattkatai.comor m]l

- 800.5 H‘[AIT s s

77 Hanadian (Tl

HYATT mime, theslgn ant wied mar s Corparation.
L2002 Hyatt Hotels Cory i

Full Service Pet Relocation sz,
Owned & Operated in Honolulu '

STRESS FREE

Hawaii

Australla
» New Zealand
Guam To and from the Mainland

5 “ Al Experts in Hassle Free Quarantine

Easy Transfers to Maui * Kauai * Big Island

808-783-8419 — www.IslandPetMovers.com
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Peter Merriman’s new sports bar/gastropub
concept, Monkeypod.

The resort wraps around a water-and-
blossom, open-air atrium, with internal
up-country views to Haleakala that are as
compelling as the views seaward. And
the resort could have the best beach of
any on the island. Room and public-space
remodeling was completed in January,
and includes a new fitness center, restau-
rants, shops and resurfaced courts at the
tennis center.

One thing remains as it was, a simple
yet cornerstone feature of this place: the
locking front vestibule that allows cooling
breezes to pass through.

"ailea Golf Club sings like
its southerly South Maui
/ neighbor Makena, but with

."j more voices in the choir: 54
total, to be exact. The A-light is the Gold
Course, with Emerald just a pop or two
behind, at least according to the stats. Both
came to be in 1994, at the hands of Jones
Jr., and both play out of the same stunning
clubhouse, which sports another of Hawai‘i
Regional Cuisine co-innovator Gannon’s
compelling establishments. Wailea easily
competes with Kapalua’s Plantation Course
Clubhouse for the top spot on the this-is-
more-than-a-place-to-change-shoes medal
stand, when talking food and panorama.
(Gannon’s early eater, 5:30-6:30 p.m., $29
three-course fixed-price selection is an
island value leader.)

The Gold Course’s opener is sweetness
perfected, a drop-away par-4 that sweeps
sharply left, leading into a front nine that
ambles about rolling terrain. The course
reaches its zenith at the obligatory eagle-
nest par-3 eighth with the bring-the-camera
backdrop, and the closers stairstep to a
slightly higher elevation.

Emerald has a similar start followed
by returning nines that carry players
gently upward. Less yardage and some-
what toned-down risks make the course
appear less daunting, but its back side’s
four-points-of-the-compass meander feels
more organic.

The Old Blue course, dating from the
early 1970s, is an open, sporty track that’s
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DAMNA EDMUNDS, COURTESY: MAUNA KEA BEACH HOTEL

just the ticket for a first-day warm-up or a
last-day wind-down.

At The Fairmont Kea Lani, I have two
activity pools, connected by a 140-foot
waterslide, plus an adults-only pool, from
which to choose. Fairmont’s “Heavenly
White” all-suite resort does family well,

from massive rooms with separate living

The Big Man
Makes His Return

Gary Player stood on the tee, hitting
balls into the Pacific.

! make the green on my first try.

Mauna Kea Golf Course's over-
moana 272-yard par-3 third is iconic,
trend-setting. If it's true—that
adage about imitation and flattery—
then the club has adulation to spare.
Designed way back in the early
1960s by Robert Trent Jones Sr., long

Ne. 3 on Hawai'i Island's Mauna Kea
Golf Course has a storied past. before the Kohala Coast of Hawaii

Island was studded with all-star golf
courses and world-best resorts, the hole and the course set the bar high for
seaside golf to come on all the Hawaiian islands.

Jones' kid, Rees, orchestrated a complete overhaul of Mauna Kea, and the
course reopened in December 2009 with new turf throughout, reclaimed
bunkers (and a host of new ones), a couple-hundred-yard tweak on the score-
card and, most importantly, reclaimed relevance. There's quite a bit of room to

“err” things out on most holes. The payback for that generosity is wavecrest
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" SPECIAL OFFER

WAILEA GOIF and SPA PACKAGE

Package Includes:

» Accommodations in a luxurious one-bedroom suite or spacious

villa for a minimum of four nights

* Deluxe buffet breakfast at Kea Lani Restaurant for two daily

* Two rounds of golf at any of the three courses, Emerald, Gold & Old Blue

» Transportation service to and from Wailea Golf Club

* Two 50-minute spa treatments
(choice of Lomi Lomi massage or Hawaiian Salt Scrub)

* Dinner for two at Ko Restaurant (3 course dinner menu)

For more information, rates and reservations please call:
808.875.4100 o visit
fairmont.com/kealani.com

Hawaii’s Hawaii’s
ONLY all-suite ONLY 54-hole
oceanfront resort golf resort
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Wailea

GOLF CLUB
808.875.7450
waileagolf.com
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Book Direct & Save Money

Book your Hawaii Fun things to do at
www.HawaiiFun.org.

Hawaii's only co-op site owned and operated
by the activity and attraction owners.

Why go through a middleman when you can book direct and save!

Join the Shaka Club and save even more! @

e $30 (use promo code: ALASKA12 to save $10 off membership)

www.HawaijiFun.org
1-800-398-9698

Oahu

S50 Ward Avenue

Maui Kona
SO0 North Nimitz Hwy 259 East Wakea Ave  74-5599 Luhia Streel

wwwv hawaiianrugs.com
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bunkering that Rees designed to ensure
little chance of successfully reaching in
regulation. After that, players still have to
deal with the elder Jones’ prototypical
green complexes—acutely raised, deep
and rambling, robed in false fronts and
sides, and more sand.

Welcome back, old friend.

Gary Player? The story goes that
warming up for a grand-opening exhibi-
tion, the Black Knight, playing alongside
the King and the Golden Bear, had trouble
spanning the oceanic expanse from the
then 250-or-so-yard back tee. So they
moved up.

Even facing 20 more yards, | have a
huge advantage over Player—the titanium
club I'm swinging is probably three times
the size of his old driver.

But Player hit the green when it
mattered. And he's not the one who
three-jacked the third. —K.V.V.

areas and Grand Central—size bathrooms
to beach and pools, to supervised activities
at the Keiki Lani Kid’s Club. Fear not,
couples or unattended golfers, Kea Lani is
a Fairmont, with seamlessly easy, care-for-
all-needs service, culinary sophistication at
newly added Ko—where the presentation of
island fare is inspired by the sugarcane-
plantation era and by family recipes that
originated in locales ranging from Portugal
to the Philippines—warm sand and lan-
guid nights under the celestial dance.

Stars? Yes, stars. Not everything that is
spectacular in Hawai‘i plays out in the
spectrum of daytime color.

Or, gulp, on the golf course. 4h

Ken Van Vechten is a freelance golf and
travel journalist.

GETTING THERE

Alaska Airlines offers daily service
@ to O*ahu (Honolulu), Maui, Kaua'i
and Kona/Hawai'i Island. To book an
Alaska Airlines Vacations package to

Hawai'i, go to alaskaair.com or call
800-468-2248.
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